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In the curative power of these two prescriptions Mr. Milton has great 
faith. But a number of cases require the additional use of injections. 
The best salt for this purpose is the nitrate of silver, to he injected by the 
surgeon, in a strength of half a grain to the ounce of water at first, and 
gradually rising to that of from two to ten grains in accordance with the 
patient’s tolerance of it. The patient must also use at home an injection 
containing one or two grains of the sulphate of zinc and a quarter or half 
a grain of the chloride of zinc to the ounce of water. This injection, like 
the preceding, is to be increased in strength as the case goes along, being 
always strong enough to produce a slight sense of heat for ten or fifteen’ 
minutes. Mr. Milton advises the. use of a syringe witli a nozzle at least an 
inch and a half long. This is best made of silver, drawn solid, while the 
barrel is of glass. In regard to the results of treatment in this way Mr. 
Milton remarks that he cannot satisfy himself as to the average time the 
cases require. “ A great many get well,” he says, “ in from four to four¬ 
teen days but he has seen cases that made little apparent improvement 
in as much as four, and even eight weeks. 

The part of this book which follows is occupied with a consideration of 
the complications of gonorrhoea, and with its great sequela, gleet; but on 
this we have not time to dwell. 

On the whole, we regard this as a very interesting and instructive book. 
It is the fruit of a ripe experience, and with all its opposition to the 
opinions and assertions of others, it does not tall into rudeness, and, indeed, 
preserves a remarkable restraint in view of the comparatively lonely 
position occupied by the author, to which we have referred, and which he 
evidently feels. We cannot but think he sometimes hits harder than is 
necessary; but no more can we escape the conviction that he feels that he 
is coming to the rescue of the truth, and that the truth is being smothered 
under a mass of false appearances and false logic. To expose the real 
nature of these, as he intends to do, is a work deserving sympathy and 
cooperation from all men. The author may not. be altogether right, nor 
those who differ from him altogether wrong; but in his motives he is 
undoubtedly right, and no one who is moved by like motives can blame 
him much for a zeal which speaks plainly in so good a cause. C. W. D. 


Aet. XXIX_ Reclierches cliniques et therapeutiques sur I’Bpi/epsie, 

I’Hysterie et VIdiotie, compte rendu du service des epileptiqv.es et des 
enjants idiots et arriercs de Bicetre pendant I’anme 1881, par Bouit- 
neville, Medecin de Bicetre. Bonnaire (E.) et Wuillamie, internes du 
service. Paris: Aux Bureaux du Progies Mddieal, 1882. 

Reclierches cliniques et therapeutiques sur VRpilepsie, VIlysterie et 
VIdiotie , et arrieres pendant I’annec 1883, par Boukxhville, Medecin 
de Bicetre. Bonnaire, Bontier Letlaive, internes du service; P. 
Brecin et Seglas, Docteursen Medecine. Volume iv\, avec 8 figures et 
deux planches. Paris: Aux Bureaux du Progr&s Medical, 1884. 

These two volumes contain a large amount of valuable clinical and 
pathological work which the authors have been able to do in connection 
with the service for epileptics and idiots at tlie Bicetre. As we learn by 
the introductory statistical section the number of inmates on December 
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31, 1881, was 207, of whom 71 were idiots or imbeciles, and the remainder 
epileptics, adults and children, and of sound or unsound mind. At the 
same time, 1883, there were 305 patients, of whom only 19 were idiots or 
imbeciles, and the greater number epileptics. 

The clinical report for 1881 opens with an account of three cases of 
idiocy with remarkable cerebral changes. In two there was an hypertro¬ 
phic sclerosis of certain of the convolutions due to a local proliferation of 
the connective tissue elements, and in a third a remarkable condition of 
meningo-encephalitis in a child of 12 years of age. Over the entire right 
hemisphere, with the exception of the temporo-sphenoidal lobe, the pia 
mater and the gray matter were so closely united that in the removal the 
latter came away from the white substance as a distinct fold or shell. 
The child had convulsions for six years and left hemiplegia. Two inte¬ 
resting cases of microcephaly are reported at length, and five plates illus¬ 
trate the condition of the brains, which weighed only 640 and G50 
grammes. The details of the structure are given at great length, and 
illustrate, what is not generally recognized, that a brain maybe very small 
and yet the convolutions regular and proportionate. Other cases of 
interest are : rheumatic arthropathies in an ataxic, epilepsy with exten¬ 
sive lesion of the insula , hystero-cpilepsy in a hoy treated successfully by 
the cold douche, epilepsy with osteomalacia; and lastly, a description of 
an outbreak of measles among the children. 

The volume for 1883 contains an elaborate article of 86 pages on Mery- 
cism or Rumination in Man, a subject in which French writers appear to 
have had a particular interest. After a preliminary account of the phy¬ 
siology of the act in ruminants and a discussion of the question whether in 
man it is morbid phenomenon or not, the whole history of the subject is 
exhaustively considered. 

Thirty-seven cases arc noted, five of which occurred in the service of 
the Bicdtre. Of these, twenty-four were in persons of sound mind, the 
remainder in idiots or the insane. The act must be distinguished from 
vomiting on the one hand and simple regurgitation on the other. It is a 
voluntary effort accomplished largely by the stomach and (esophagus, and 
the food which is raised is subjected to a second mastication. The. sensa¬ 
tions accompanying the act are often pleasurable. Imitation sometimes 
plays an important part, in the causation, as in the case narrated by Koer- 
ner, where two children took up the habit from an hysterical and ruminat¬ 
ing governess. Two forms, simple and dyspeptic, described by Kuerner, 
are recognized. In the former the act only succeeds a very full meal, 
beginning half an hour after, and the food retains its proper taste. It is 
only at the end of the act, after the lapse of half an hour, that the taste 
becomes acid and unpleasant. In the dyspeptic form the act may begin 
almost immediately after the ingestion of even a small quantity of food, 
and the taste is usually acid and disagreeable. Two of the cases at the 
Bicetre died of other affections, and no special changes were observed in the 
stomach or oesophagus. The second article is on a ease of Hystero-epi- 
lepsy in a boy cured by hydrotherapy ; the third on chronic meninyo-en.ee- 
phalitis with idiocy , the chronic inflammation in this case being more 
irregularly distributed over the hemispheres. The fourth paper is upon 
a case o i idiocy consecutive to hydrocephalus, and the last upon idiocy 
from simple atrophy of the brain. 

These valuable reports afford an excellent illustration of what good 
work can be done when the clinical and pathological material of an institu¬ 
tion is fully utilized. IV. O. 



